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Dirk Vandewalle is one of only a handful of scholars who have made frequent visits to Libya over the last
four decades. His formidable knowledge of the region is encapsulated in his history of Libya which was first
published in 2006. The history - based on original research and interviews with Libya's political elite - traces
Libya's history back to the 1900s with a portrait of Libya's desert terrain, its peoples and the personalities
that shaped it development. It then examines the harrowing years of the Italian occupation in the early
twentieth century, through the Sanusi monarchy and, thereafter, to the revolution of 1969 and the accession
of Qadhafi. The following chapters analyse the economics and politics of Qadhafi's revolution, offering
insights into the man and his ideology as reflected in his Green Book. In the wake of the civil war and
Qadhafi's demise, the time is ripe for an updated edition of the history which will cover the years from 2005
to the present. These were the years when Libya finally came in from the cold after years of political and
economic isolation. The agreement to give up the weapons of mass destruction program paved the way for
improved relations with the west. By this time, though, Qadhafi had lost the support of his people and,
despite attempts to liberalize the economy, real structural reform proved impossible. This, as Vandewalle
contends in the foreword to the new edition, coupled with tribal rivalries, regional divisions and a general
lack of unity, paved the way for revolution and civil war. In an epilogue, the author reflects upon Qadhafi's
premiership, the Green Book's stateless society and the legacy that he will leave behind.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Rhee:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled A History of
Modern Libya? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
different opinion?

Robert Rochester:

The book A History of Modern Libya give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book A History of Modern Libya to become your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number
of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a guide A History of Modern
Libya. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

David Clark:

This book untitled A History of Modern Libya to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this e-book from your list.

Roman Morris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you personally is A History of Modern Libya this publication consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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