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Between 1896 and 1919, air pollution from large-scale copper smelting in northern California s Shasta
County severely damaged crops and timber in a 1,000-square-mile region, completely devastating a core area
of 200 square miles. The poisons from these smelters created the nation’ s largest man-made desert—a
shocking contrast to the beauty of the surrounding Cascades and Trinity Alps.

This book traces the development of that environmental catastrophe and explains along, complex, and
rancorous struggle that involved several corporations, hundreds of farmers and ranchers, and all levels of
government. In tackling this long-neglected story—one hardly known within or beyond California—Khaled
J. Bloom takes readers back to the region of that time and shows how the copper industry posed serious
environmental threats from the beginning. He tells of hardscrabble settlers and gentleman farmers who rose
up repeatedly in unsuccessful efforts to either clean up or shut down the smelters.

What appears today as an environmental cause was really astruggle to save individual property and away of
life. Yet, as Bloom shows, the farmers never had a chance against wider public opinion and the many
financial interests that benefited from copper production. Profit and power won out, and posterity was left
with amess. California still contends with the toxic legacy.

Murder of a Landscape tells the long-overlooked story of California’s short-lived copper boom, presenting
an interesting cross-section of society and attitudesin rural California during the Progressive Era. Offering
the drama and pathos of a David-and-Goliath tale in which Goliath wins and strides on, the book makes
compelling reading for anyone interested in the industrial, political, and environmental history of the
American West.
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From reader reviews:
Eileen Smith:

With other case, little people like to read book Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War,
1897-1916 (Western Lands and Waters Series). Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Providing we know about how isimportant a book Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter
War, 1897-1916 (Western Lands and Waters Series). Y ou can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, you can open abook or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let'slearn.

Julie Flanagan:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War,
1897-1916 (Western Lands and Waters Series) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-
Smelter War, 1897-1916 (Western Lands and Waters Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand
by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So
, do you till thinking Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897-1916 (Western
Lands and Waters Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Nichole Gibson:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyonein this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them isthis
Murder of aLandscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897-1916 (Western Lands and Waters
Series).

Omer Brown:

The book untitled Murder of a Landscape: The California Farmer-Smelter War, 1897-1916 (Western Lands
and Waters Series) contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it.



The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can

read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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