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The ambitious self-made man who reached the pinnacle of American politics--only to be felled by an
assassin's bullet and to die at the hands of his doctors

James A. Garfield was one of the Republican Party's leading lights in the years following the Civil War.
Born in a log cabin, he rose to become a college president, Union Army general, and congressman--all by the
age of thirty-two. Embodying the strive-and-succeed spirit that captured the imagination of Americans in his
time, he was elected president in 1880. It is no surprise that one of his biographers was Horatio Alger.

Garfield's term in office, however, was cut tragically short. Just four months into his presidency, a would-be
assassin approached Garfield at the Washington, D.C., railroad station and fired a single shot into his back.
Garfield's bad luck was to have his fate placed in the care of arrogant physicians who did not accept the new
theory of antisepsis. Probing the wound with unwashed and occasionally manure-laden hands, Garfield's
doctors introduced terrible infections and brought about his death two months later.

Ira Rutkow, a surgeon and historian, offers an insightful portrait of Garfield and an unsparing narrative of the
medical crisis that defined and destroyed his presidency. For all his youthful ambition, the only mark
Garfield would make on the office would be one of wasted promise.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Chaffee:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book James A. Garfield: The American
Presidents Series: The 20th President, 1881 (American Presidents (Times)). All type of book would you see
on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Donna Young:

Precisely why? Because this James A. Garfield: The American Presidents Series: The 20th President, 1881
(American Presidents (Times)) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Debra Ruff:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
James A. Garfield: The American Presidents Series: The 20th President, 1881 (American Presidents (Times))
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one
form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The James A. Garfield: The
American Presidents Series: The 20th President, 1881 (American Presidents (Times)) giving you one more
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Regina Wingler:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book James A. Garfield: The American Presidents Series: The 20th President, 1881 (American
Presidents (Times)) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must



love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life at this time book James A. Garfield: The American Presidents Series: The 20th President, 1881
(American Presidents (Times)). You can more appealing than now.
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