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Both a memoir and an investigation, Swimming in a Sea of Death is David Rieff's loving tribute to his
mother, the writer Susan Sontag, and her final battle with cancer. Rieff's brave, passionate, and unsparing
witness of the last nine months of her life, from her initial diagnosis to her death, is both an intensely
personal portrait of the relationship between a mother and a son, and a reflection on what it is like to try to
help someone gravely ill in her fight to go on living and, when the time comes, to die with dignity.

Rieff offers no easy answers. Instead, his intensely personal book is a meditation on what it means to
confront death in our culture. In his most profound work, this brilliant writer confronts the blunt feelings of
the survivor -- the guilt, the self-questioning, the sense of not having done enough.

And he tries to understand what it means to desire so desperately, as his mother did to the end of her life, to
try almost anything in order to go on living.

Drawing on his mother's heroic struggle, paying tribute to her doctors' ingenuity and faithfulness, and
determined to tell what happened to them all, Swimming in a Sea of Death subtly draws wider lessons that
will be of value to others when they find themselves in the same situation.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Matherly:

The knowledge that you get from Swimming in a Sea of Death: A Son's Memoir may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but Swimming in a Sea of Death: A Son's Memoir giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Swimming in a Sea of Death: A
Son's Memoir instantly.

Samuel Hamby:

This book untitled Swimming in a Sea of Death: A Son's Memoir to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Irma Kellner:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Swimming in a Sea of
Death: A Son's Memoir, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.

Ellen McNulty:

You can obtain this Swimming in a Sea of Death: A Son's Memoir by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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