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This book is the first comprehensive study of Rousseau's rich and complex theory of the type of self-love
(amour propre ) that, for him, marks the central difference between humans and the beasts. Amour propre is
the passion that drives human individuals to seek the esteem, approval, admiration, or love-the recognition -
of their fellow beings. Neuhouser reconstructs Rousseau's understanding of what the drive for recognition is,
why it is so problematic, and how its presence opens up far-reaching developmental possibilities for
creatures that possess it. One of Rousseau's central theses is that amour propre in its corrupted,
manifestations-pride or vanity-is the principal source of an array of evils so widespread that they can easily
appear to be necessary features of the human condition: enslavement, conflict, vice, misery, and self-
estrangement. Yet Rousseau also argues that solving these problems depends not on suppressing or
overcoming the drive for recognition but on cultivating it so that it contributes positively to the achievement
of freedom, peace, virtue, happiness, and unalienated selfhood. Indeed, Rousseau goes so far as to claim that,
despite its many dangers, the need for recognition is a condition of nearly everything that makes human life
valuable and that elevates it above mere animal existence: rationality, morality, freedom-subjectivity itself-
would be impossible for humans if it were not for amour propre and the relations to others it impels us to
establish.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

The e-book untitled Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition is
the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-
Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Peter Hudson:

Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition
however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial pondering.

William Martin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book and also novel and Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for
Recognition as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside
science book, any other book likes Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for
Recognition to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Mamie Salinas:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Rousseau's Theodicy of Self-Love: Evil, Rationality, and the Drive for Recognition. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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