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Henry David Thoreau ( July 12, 1817 – May 6, 1862) was an American author, poet, philosopher,
abolitionist, naturalist, tax resister, development critic, surveyor, and historian. A leading transcendentalist,
Thoreau is best known for his book Walden, a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings, and his
essay Resistance to Civil Government (also known as Civil Disobedience), an argument for disobedience to
an unjust state. Thoreau's books, articles, essays, journals, and poetry total over 20 volumes. Among his
lasting contributions are his writings on natural history and philosophy, where he anticipated the methods
and findings of ecology and environmental history, two sources of modern-day environmentalism. His
literary style interweaves close natural observation, personal experience, pointed rhetoric, symbolic
meanings, and historical lore, while displaying a poetic sensibility, philosophical austerity, and "Yankee"
love of practical detail. He was also deeply interested in the idea of survival in the face of hostile elements,
historical change, and natural decay; at the same time he advocated abandoning waste and illusion in order to
discover life's true essential needs. He was a lifelong abolitionist, delivering lectures that attacked the
Fugitive Slave Law while praising the writings of Wendell Phillips and defending abolitionist John Brown.
Thoreau's philosophy of civil disobedience later influenced the political thoughts and actions of such notable
figures as Leo Tolstoy, Mahatma Gandhi, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Thoreau is sometimes cited as an
anarchist. Though Civil Disobedience seems to call for improving rather than abolishing government - "I ask
for, not at once no government, but at once a better government" - the direction of this improvement points
toward anarchism: "'That government is best which governs not at all;' and when men are prepared for it, that
will be the kind of government which they will have." Richard T. Drinnon partly blames Thoreau for the
ambiguity, noting that Thoreau's "sly satire, his liking for wide margins for his writing, and his fondness for
paradox provided ammunition for widely divergent interpretations of 'Civil Disobedience'."
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Resistance to Civil Government is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Martin Adams:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Resistance to Civil Government book is readable through you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Resistance to
Civil Government content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking
Resistance to Civil Government is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Shalon Fisk:

Typically the book Resistance to Civil Government will bring that you the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this
book very acceptable to you. The book Resistance to Civil Government is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Daniel Love:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Resistance to Civil Government e-
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Resistance to Civil Government as good book not just by the
cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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