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John Locke asked, “since all things that exist are merely particulars, how come we by general terms?”
Essential Scots and the Idea of Unionism in Anglo-Scottish Literature, 1603–1832 tells a story about
aesthetics and politics that looks back to the 1603 Union of Crowns and James VI/I’s emigration from
Edinburgh to London. Considering the emergence of British unionism alongside the literary rise of both
description and “the individual,” Rivka Swenson builds on extant scholarship with original close readings
that illuminate the inheritances of 1603, a date of considerable but untraced importance in Anglo-Scottish
literary and cultural history whose legacies are still being negotiated today. The 1603 Union of Crowns
spurred interest in exploring the aesthetic politics of unionism in relation to an alleged Scottish essence that
could be manipulated to resist or support “Britishness,” even as the king’s emigration generated a legacy of
gendered representations of traveling Scots and “Scotlands-left-behind.”

Discussing writers such as Bacon, Defoe, Smollett, Johnson, Macpherson, Ferrier, and Scott along with
lesser-known or forgotten popular authors (and ballads, transparencies, newspapers, joke books, cant
dictionaries, political speeches, histories, travel narratives, engravings, material artifacts such as medals and
snuffboxes), Essential Scots describes the years 1603 to 1832 as a crucial period in British history.
Paradoxically, the political and cultural exploration of ideas about “unionism” in relation to a supposed
“essential Scottishness” participated in the increasing prominence of both description and the “individual” in
nineteenth-century Scottish literature; Swenson persuasively concludes that essential Scottishness (as both
“identity” and symbolism) was refigured to mediate a national synthesis between the emergent individual
and the nascent British nation—as well as the naturalized, even de-politicized, literary synthesis of
particulars within putatively analogous narrative wholes.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Ellis:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Essential Scots and the Idea of Unionism in Anglo-
Scottish Literature, 1603-1832 (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) is kind of guide which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Byron Angle:

The guide untitled Essential Scots and the Idea of Unionism in Anglo-Scottish Literature, 1603-1832
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) is the publication that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Essential Scots and the Idea of Unionism in Anglo-Scottish Literature, 1603-1832
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.

Debbie Clark:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a reserve. The book Essential Scots and the Idea of Unionism in Anglo-
Scottish Literature, 1603-1832 (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) it is very good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Kristopher Lewis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for your requirements is Essential Scots and the Idea of Unionism in Anglo-Scottish



Literature, 1603-1832 (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) this publication consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.
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