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Building Big Iron is the story of an industry that arrived in the United States at almost the very moment the
Industrial Revolution began to touch American shores, and which remains a powerful part of the ongoing
America’s industrial infrastructure.

This is the story of myriad companies and factories that built steam locomotives, and a smaller number of
companies that built electrics and diesel-electrics. It is the story of small companies that came and went, and
of small companies that became large companies. It is the story of large companies that evolved into the Big
Three of Steam—Alco, Baldwin, and Lima. It is the story of the Big Two of Diesel—GE Transportation and
Electro-Motive—that have held that mantle for half a century while undergoing internal changes and
challenges.

This is the story of hardworking men with calluses on their gnarled hands and grease under their nails. It is
also the story of men who sat in head offices and peered out across vast manufacturing operations.

The building of America’s railroads has been the subject of countless books and even a few movies.
However, one cannot approach this literature without considering the locomotives that made it all possible,
however. In 1884, Scientific American mentioned the great American railroad network, and reminded
readers that, “side by side with this enterprise in railroad building, at once caused by and promoting it, has
been the wonderful growth of every industry pertaining to the equipment and operation of railroads. There
were a few locomotives imported in the infancy of railroad building here, which met with only indifferent
success, but our own inventors and mechanics early began to take the lead in this branch of manufacture and
in car building, which they have ever since held.”

The uncredited technology writer who penned this eloquent passage went on to say, “the locomotive of today
is one of the most wonderful of all the products of man’s skill, and has reached a point of perfection from
which it seems hardly possible to attain further progress, so long as we obtain power from coal and wood
according to principles now understood.”

If he could have peered into the future a few decades, he would have seen that great innovations in steam
locomotives were just beyond the horizon, and great innovations in diesel-electric technology were a bit
farther beyond. In short, he would see the wonderful evolution of one of America’s greatest industries, which
I have tried to assemble in this volume.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Washington:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Building Big
Iron: The Epic History of Locomotive Building in the United States from 1830 to the Present? Maybe it is
for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Gail Boutwell:

The book Building Big Iron: The Epic History of Locomotive Building in the United States from 1830 to the
Present gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make looking at a book Building Big Iron: The Epic History of Locomotive Building
in the United States from 1830 to the Present to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like open up and read a reserve Building Big Iron: The Epic History of Locomotive Building in the
United States from 1830 to the Present. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

John McGinnis:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled Building Big Iron: The Epic History of Locomotive Building in the United
States from 1830 to the Present can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Harold Dalton:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Building Big Iron: The Epic
History of Locomotive Building in the United States from 1830 to the Present can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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