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"More than two and a half centuries after it was first outlawed in Jamaica in 1760, obeah remains illegal in
most territories of the former British West Indies. Opinions on the meaning and essential nature of this
controversial Afro-Caribbean spiritual phenomenon vary widely. While many contemporary West Indians
hold negative views of obeah, viewing it as evil witchcraft or sorcery, others point to its widespread use in
healing, protection from harm, and solving a wide range of everyday problems--positive views that were also
commonly held by enslaved West Indians in earlier generations. Despite the scholarly attention obeah has
received, relatively little has been written about the many laws enacted against it in different territories at
different periods. Offering a perspective on obeah that challenges conventional conceptions of this widely
misunderstood aspect of West Indian society and culture, the core of this book is a detailed examination of
anti-obeah laws, and their socio-political implications, in seventeen jurisdictions of the English-speaking
Caribbean from the period of slavery to the present. Aside from chronologically tracing in each territory the
development of these laws and their major provisions, the book also examines how anti-obeah legislation has
helped to create and perpetuate cultural distortions that resound into the present. Anti-obeah legislation,
particularly after the end of slavery in the nineteenth century, played a central role in creating public
misunderstandings of the meaning and role of obeah among the West Indian masses, and led to the
stigmatization and devaluation among future generations of African-derived spiritual beliefs and practices"--
Back cover.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Todd:

The book Enacting Power: The Criminalization of Obeah in the Anglophone Caribbean, 1760-2011 can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a
book Enacting Power: The Criminalization of Obeah in the Anglophone Caribbean, 1760-2011? A number
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it
is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Enacting Power: The Criminalization of
Obeah in the Anglophone Caribbean, 1760-2011 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Patrick Siemens:

The e-book untitled Enacting Power: The Criminalization of Obeah in the Anglophone Caribbean, 1760-
2011 is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Enacting Power: The Criminalization of Obeah in the Anglophone Caribbean, 1760-2011 from the publisher
to make you more enjoy free time.

Lisa Bentley:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Enacting Power: The Criminalization of Obeah in the Anglophone Caribbean, 1760-
2011 will give you new experience in studying a book.

Jocelyn Harper:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top listing in your reading list is Enacting Power: The Criminalization of Obeah in the
Anglophone Caribbean, 1760-2011. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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