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For ten months of the year, the prairie-chicken’ s drab colors alow it to disappear into the landscape.
However, in April and May this grouse is one of the most outrageously flamboyant birdsin North America.
Competing with each other for the attention of females, males gather before dawn in an explosion of sights
and sounds—" booming from the mists of nowhere,” as Aldo Leopold wrote decades ago. There' s nothing
elselikeit, and it is perilously close to being lost. In this book, ecologist Greg Hoch shows that we can
ensure that thisiconic bird flourishes once again.

Skillfully interweaving lyrical accounts from early settlers, hunters, and pioneer naturalists with recent
scientific research on the grouse and its favored grasslands, Hoch reveals that the prairie-chicken played a
key rolein the American settlement of the Midwest. Many hungry pioneers regularly shot and ate the bird, as
well as trapping hundreds of thousands, shipping them eastward by the trainload for coastal suppers. Asa
result of both hunting and habitat 1oss, the bird’ s numbers plummeted to extinction across 90 percent of its
original habitat. lowa, whose tallgrass prairies formed the very center of the greater prairie-chicken’s range,
no longer supports a native population of the bird most symbolic of prairie habitat.

The steep decline in the prairie-chicken population is one of the great tragedies of twentieth-century wildlife
management and agricultural practices. However, Hoch gives us reason for optimism. These birds can thrive
in agriculturally productive grasslands. Careful grazing, reduced use of pesticides, well-placed wildlife
corridors, planned burning, higher plant, animal, and insect diversity: these are the keys. If enough blocks of
healthy grasslands are scattered over the midwestern landscape, there will be prairie-chickens—and many of
their fellow creatures of the tall grasses. Farmers, ranchers, conservationists, and citizens can reverse the
decline of grassland birds and insure that future generations will hear the booming of the prairie-chicken.
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From reader reviews:
Joseph Wood:

The book Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a good thing like a book Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the Greater
Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by
available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Starr Place:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Booming from the Mists of Nowhere:
The Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Booming from the Mists of
Nowhere: The Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book) become your starter.

John Hawkins:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story
of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak Book) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Laree Drummond:

Y ou can obtain this Booming from the Mists of Nowhere: The Story of the Greater Prairie-Chicken (Bur Oak
Book) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issueif you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let'stry to
choose correct ways for you.
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