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Poet, social justice advocate, and theologian Thomas Merton (1915–1968) is arguably the most influential
American Catholic author of the twentieth century. In his short lifetime, he penned over seventy books and
maintained a brisk correspondence with colleagues around the globe. However, many Merton scholars and
fans remain unaware of the significant body of letters that were exchanged between the Trappist monk and
Victor and Carolyn Hammer.

Unable to leave his home at the Abbey of Gethsemani except on special occasions, Merton developed a
unique friendship with this couple from nearby Lexington, Kentucky. Carolyn, who supplied Merton with
many of the books he required for his writing and teaching, was a founder of the King Library Press at the
University of Kentucky. Victor was an accomplished painter, sculptor, printer, and architect. The friendship
and collaborations between Merton and the Hammers reveal their shared interest in the convergence of art,
literature, and spirituality.

In this volume, editors F. Douglas Scutchfield and Paul Evans Holbrook Jr. have collected the trio's complete
correspondence for the first time. Their letters, arranged chronologically, vividly demonstrate a blossoming
intellectual camaraderie and provide a unique opportunity to understand Merton's evolving philosophies. At
times humorous, often profound, the letters in this volume shed light on a rare friendship and offer new
insights into the creative intellect of Thomas Merton.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

The Letters of Thomas Merton and Victor and Carolyn Hammer: Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam can be one of
your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Letters of Thomas Merton and Victor and Carolyn Hammer: Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam however
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Maribel Davenport:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Letters of Thomas Merton and Victor
and Carolyn Hammer: Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam book written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still doubt The Letters of Thomas Merton and Victor and Carolyn Hammer: Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess
book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Christina Ochs:

This The Letters of Thomas Merton and Victor and Carolyn Hammer: Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great
organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Letters of Thomas Merton and Victor and Carolyn Hammer: Ad
Majorem Dei Gloriam in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

David Smith:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics,



along with soon. The The Letters of Thomas Merton and Victor and Carolyn Hammer: Ad Majorem Dei
Gloriam will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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