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"Well-researched and presented, it reminds one how muddled and dangerous the revolutionary landscape
was."—American History

It did not take long after the Seven Years’ War—the French and Indian War in North America—for France
to return spies to America in order to determine the likelihood of regaining the territory they lost to Britain.
One of the key places of French espionage was the colony of Pennsylvania since its frontier had been an
important crossroads of French influence in North America. The French recognized then that there was a real
possibility that the colonies would seek their independence from Britain. Against this backdrop, award-
winning historian John A. Nagy begins his investigation of espionage in colonial Pennsylvania.

Philadelphia played a key role in the history of spying during the American Revolution because it was the
main location for the Continental Congress, was occupied by the British Command, and then returned to
Continental control. Philadelphia became a center of spies for the British and Americans—as well as double
agents. George Washington was a firm believer in reliable military intelligence; after evacuating New York
City, he neglected to have a spy network in place: when the British took over Philadelphia, he did not make
the same mistake, and Washington was able to keep abreast of British troop strengths and intentions.
Likewise, the British used the large Loyalist community around Philadelphia to assess the abilities of their
Continental foes, as well as the resolve of Congress. In addition to describing techniques used by spies and
specific events, such as the Major André episode, Nagy has scoured rare primary source documents to
provide new and compelling information about some of the most notable agents of the war, such as Lydia
Darragh, a celebrated American spy.

An important contribution to Revolutionary War history, Spies in the Continental Capital: Espionage Across
Pennsylvania During the American Revolution demonstrates that intelligence operations on both sides
emanating from Pennsylvania were vast, well-designed, and critical to understanding the course and outcome
of the war.
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From reader reviews:

Olga Noone:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want this Spies in the Continental Capital: Espionage Across
Pennsylvania During the American Revolution.

Jesus Sandiford:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Spies in the Continental Capital:
Espionage Across Pennsylvania During the American Revolution will make you to always be smarter. You
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Roman Leonard:

The publication untitled Spies in the Continental Capital: Espionage Across Pennsylvania During the
American Revolution is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that
they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Spies in the Continental
Capital: Espionage Across Pennsylvania During the American Revolution from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Kristi Duncan:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Spies in the Continental Capital: Espionage
Across Pennsylvania During the American Revolution can give you a lot of friends because by you
investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have Spies in the Continental Capital: Espionage Across Pennsylvania During the
American Revolution.
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