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The human mind is an unlikely evolutionary adaptation. How did humans acquire cognitive capacities far
more powerful than anything a hunting-and-gathering primate needed to survive? Alfred Russel Wallace, co-
founder with Darwin of evolutionary theory, saw humans as "divine exceptions" to natural selection. Darwin
thought use of language might have shaped our sophisticated brains, but his hypothesis remained an
intriguing guess--until now. Combining state-of-the-art research with forty years of writing and thinking
about language evolution, Derek Bickerton convincingly resolves a crucial problem that both biology and the
cognitive sciences have hitherto ignored or evaded.

What evolved first was neither language nor intelligence--merely normal animal communication plus
displacement. That was enough to break restrictions on both thought and communication that bound all other
animals. The brain self-organized to store and automatically process its new input, words. But words, which
are inextricably linked to the concepts they represent, had to be accessible to consciousness. The inevitable
consequence was a cognitive engine able to voluntarily merge both thoughts and words into meaningful
combinations. Only in a third phase could language emerge, as humans began to tinker with a medium that,
when used for communication, was adequate for speakers but suboptimal for hearers.

Starting from humankind's remotest past, More than Nature Needs transcends nativist thesis and empiricist
antithesis by presenting a revolutionary synthesis--one that instead of merely repeating "nature and nurture"
clichés shows specifically and in a principled manner how and why the synthesis came about.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Morton:

This More than Nature Needs: Language, Mind, and Evolution are reliable for you who want to certainly be
a successful person, why. The explanation of this More than Nature Needs: Language, Mind, and Evolution
can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food
but feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this More than Nature Needs: Language, Mind, and Evolution forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Linda Sandoval:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is More than Nature Needs: Language, Mind, and Evolution.

Patrick Bergeron:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This More than Nature Needs: Language, Mind,
and Evolution is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

William Matthews:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the
book More than Nature Needs: Language, Mind, and Evolution we can get more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book More than Nature Needs: Language,
Mind, and Evolution. You can more appealing than now.
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