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An investigation into the politics of consumerism in East Germany during the years between the Berlin
Blockade of 1948-49 and the building of the Berlin Wall in 1961, Dictatorship and Demand shows how the
issue of consumption constituted a crucial battleground in the larger Cold War struggle.

Based on research in recently opened East German state and party archives, this book depicts a regime
caught between competing pressures. While East Germany's leaders followed a Soviet model, which
fetishized productivity in heavy industry and prioritized the production of capital goods over consumer
goods, they nevertheless had to contend with the growing allure of consumer abundance in West Germany.
The usual difficulties associated with satisfying consumer demand in a socialist economy acquired a
uniquely heightened political urgency, as millions of East Germans fled across the open border.

A new vision of the East-West conflict emerges, one fought as much with washing machines, televisions,
and high fashion as with political propaganda, espionage, and nuclear weapons. Dictatorship and Demand
deepens our understanding of the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Faulkner:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Dictatorship and Demand: The
Politics of Consumerism in East Germany (Harvard Historical Studies). All type of book can you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mary Richie:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Dictatorship and
Demand: The Politics of Consumerism in East Germany (Harvard Historical Studies) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are
able to pick Dictatorship and Demand: The Politics of Consumerism in East Germany (Harvard Historical
Studies) become your personal starter.

Dean Green:

The book untitled Dictatorship and Demand: The Politics of Consumerism in East Germany (Harvard
Historical Studies) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means.
The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of
literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Therese Webb:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book Dictatorship and Demand: The Politics of Consumerism in East Germany (Harvard Historical Studies).
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring
you from one place to other place.
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