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Since its opening in the 1920s, Chicago's North Michigan Avenue has been one of the city's most prestigious
commerical corridors, lined by some of its most architecturally distinctive business, residential, and hotel
buildings. Planned by Daniel Burnham in 1909, the avenue became the principal connecting link between
downtown and the wealthy, residential "Gold Coast" north of the Loop. Some thirty buildings were
constructed along its path in the ten-year period before the Depression, an urban expansion comparable in
significance to that of Pennsylvania and Park Avenues.

John W. Stamper traces the complex development of North Michigan Avenue from the 1880s to the 1920s
building boom that solidified its character and economic base, describing the initiation of the planning
process by private interests to its execution aided by the city's powerful condemnation and taxation
proceedings. He focuses on individual buildings constructed on the avenue, including the Renaissance- and
Gothic-inspired Wrigley Building, Tribune Tower, and Drake Hotel, and places them within the context of
factors governing their construction—property ownership, financing, zoning laws, design theory, and
advertising.

Stamper compares this stylistically diverse mixture of low- and high-rise structures with earlier, rejected
planning proposals, all of which had prescribed a uniformly designed, European-like avenue of continuous
cornice heights, consistent facade widths, and complementary stylistic features. He analyzes the drastically
different character the avenue took by 1930, with high-rise towers reaching thirty stories and beyond, in
terms of the clash among economic, political, and architectural interests. His argument—that the
discrepancies between the rejected plans and reality illustrate the developers' choice of economic return on
their investment over aesthetic community—is extended through to the present avenue and the virtual
disregard of the urban qualities proposed at its inception. Generously illustrated, with an epilogue
condensing the avenue's history between the end of World War II and the present, this is an exhaustive
account of an important topic in the history of modern architecture and city planning.
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Chicago's North Michigan
Avenue: Planning and Development, 1900-1930 (Chicago Architecture and Urbanism) has been making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve Chicago's North Michigan Avenue: Planning and Development, 1900-1930 (Chicago
Architecture and Urbanism) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship while using book Chicago's North Michigan Avenue: Planning and Development, 1900-
1930 (Chicago Architecture and Urbanism). You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Marie Williams:

The particular book Chicago's North Michigan Avenue: Planning and Development, 1900-1930 (Chicago
Architecture and Urbanism) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you.
The book Chicago's North Michigan Avenue: Planning and Development, 1900-1930 (Chicago Architecture
and Urbanism) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jeffery Chavis:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is Chicago's North Michigan Avenue: Planning and Development, 1900-1930 (Chicago
Architecture and Urbanism).

Diane Sanchez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to



reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Chicago's North Michigan Avenue: Planning and Development,
1900-1930 (Chicago Architecture and Urbanism) can make you sense more interested to read.
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