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In his presidential inaugural address of January 1965, Lyndon Johnson offered an uplifting vision for
America, one that would end poverty and racial injustice. Elected in a landslide over the conservative
Republican Barry Goldwater and bolstered by the so-called liberal consensus, economic prosperity, and a
strong wave of nostalgia for his martyred predecessor, John Kennedy, Johnson announced the most
ambitious government agenda in decades. Three years later, everything had changed. Johnson's approval
ratings had plummeted; the liberal consensus was shattered; the war in Vietnam splintered the nation; and the
politics of civil rights had created a fierce white backlash. A report from the National Committee for an
Effective Congress warned of a "national nervous breakdown."

The election of 1968 was immediately caught up in a swirl of powerful forces, and the nine men who sought
the nation's highest office that year attempted to ride them to victory-or merely survive them. On the
Democratic side, Eugene McCarthy energized the anti-war movement; George Wallace spoke to the
working-class white backlash; Robert Kennedy took on the mantle of his slain brother. Entangled in
Vietnam, Johnson, stunningly, opted not to run again, scrambling the odds. On the Republican side, 1968
saw the vindication of Richard Nixon, who outhustled Nelson Rockefeller, Ronald Reagan and George
Romney, by navigating between the conservative and moderate wings of the Republican Party. The
assassinations of first Martin Luther King, Jr., and then Kennedy seemed to push the country to the brink of
chaos, a chaos reflected in the Democratic Convention in Chicago, a televised horror show. Vice President
Hubert Humphrey emerged as the nominee, and, finally liberating himself from Johnson's grip, nearly
overcame the lead long enjoyed by Nixon who, by exploiting division and channeling the national yearning
for order, would be the last man standing.

In American Maelstrom, Michael A. Cohen captures the full drama of this watershed election, establishing
1968 as the hinge between the decline of political liberalism, the ascendancy of conservative populism, and
the rise of anti-government attitudes that continue to dominate the nation's political discourse. In this
sweeping and immersive book, equal parts compelling analysis and thrilling narrative, Cohen takes us to the
very source of our modern politics of division.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This American Maelstrom: The 1968 Election and
the Politics of Division (Pivotal Moments in American History) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jolie Browne:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual American Maelstrom: The 1968
Election and the Politics of Division (Pivotal Moments in American History) is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unforeseen experience.

Donald Davisson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love American Maelstrom: The 1968
Election and the Politics of Division (Pivotal Moments in American History), you are able to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Maria Ives:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This American Maelstrom: The 1968 Election and
the Politics of Division (Pivotal Moments in American History) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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