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The story of Harriet Smith Pullen’s early life, from her childhood journeys by covered wagon to her family’s
subsistence in sod houses on the Dakota prairie where they survived grasshopper plagues, floods, fires,
blizzards, and droughts is a narrative of American migration and adventure that still resonates today. But
there is much more to the legendary woman’s life, revealed here for the first time by Eleanor Phillips
Brackbill, her great-granddaughter, who has traveled the path of her ancestor, delving into unpublished
material, as well as sharing family stories in this American story that will capture the imagination of a new
generation.

After migrating by emigrant train to Washington Territory, Harriet endured typhoid fever and a shipwreck,
then homesteaded among the Quileute people on the coast of Washington, where she married Dan Pullen,
with whom she was an equal partner in ranching and managing an Indian fur-trading post before a life-
changing series of events caused her to strike out for the north. In 1897, she landed in Skagway, Alaska,
broke and alone after leaving her husband and four children in Washington, determined to make a fresh start
and to reunite with her sons and daughter. Newly independent and empowered, she became an entrepreneur,
single-handedly hauling prospectors’ provisions into the mountains where gold beckoned and then starting
the Pullen House, an acclaimed hotel.

Later in life, Harriet would entertain her guests with fabulous stories about the gold rush and her renowned
collection of Alaskan Native artifacts and gold rush relics. She achieved near-legendary status in Alaska
during her lifetime and The Queen of Heartbreak Trail brings to life moments that are well known and
moments that have never before been published—her arrest for holding a claim jumper at gunpoint, her
grueling courtroom testimony defending herself against the spurious accusations of a malevolent employer,
and, how, in her father’s words, she “turned out” her husband of twenty years.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Queen of Heartbreak Trail: The Life and
Times of Harriet Smith Pullen, Pioneering Woman. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a book The Queen of Heartbreak Trail: The Life and Times of
Harriet Smith Pullen, Pioneering Woman. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Bolds:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Queen of Heartbreak Trail:
The Life and Times of Harriet Smith Pullen, Pioneering Woman will make you to end up being smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Sharon Grace:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Queen of Heartbreak Trail: The
Life and Times of Harriet Smith Pullen, Pioneering Woman can be very good book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

George Rodriguez:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Queen of Heartbreak Trail: The Life and
Times of Harriet Smith Pullen, Pioneering Woman can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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