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One of the Broadway musicals that can genuinely claim to have transformed the genre, West Side Story has
been featured in many books on Broadway, but it has yet to be the focus of a scholarly monograph. Nigel
Simeone begins by exploring the long process of creating West Side Story, including a discussion of
Bernstein's sketches, early drafts of the score and script, aswell as cut songs. The core of the book isa
commentary on the music itself. West Side Story is one of the very few Broadway musicals for which there
is a complete published orchestral score, as well as two different editions of the piano-vocal score. The
survival of the original copied orchestral score, and the reminiscences of Sid Ramin and Irwin Kostal, revea
details of the orchestration process, and the extent to which Bernstein was involved in this. Simeone's
commentary considers: musical characteristics and compositional techniques used to mirror the drama (for
example, the various uses of the tritone), motivic development, the use and reinvention of Broadway and
other conventions, the creation of dramatic continuity in the score through the use of motifs and other
devices, the unusual degree of dissonance and rhythmic complexity (at least for the time), and the integration
of Latin-American dance forms (Mambo, Huapango and so on). Simeone also considers the reception of
West Side Story in the contemporary press. The stir the show caused included the response that it was the
angular, edgy score that made it a remarkable achievement. Not all reviews were uncritical. Finally, the book
looksin detail at the making of the original Broadway cast recording, made in just one day, included on the
accompanying CD.
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From reader reviews:
Ryan Calhoun:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyoneis you don't know what kind you should start with. This Leonard Bernstein: West Side
Story (Landmarks in Music Since 1950) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, asthis
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Linda Carroll:

This Leonard Bernstein: West Side Story (Landmarksin Music Since 1950) is great guide for you because
the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences
insideit. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offersyou
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Leonard Bernstein: West Side Story (Landmarks in Music Since 1950) in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen
moment right but this reserve aready do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt this?

Lee Parkin:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. Y ou can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Leonard Bernstein: West Side Story (Landmarksin Music Since 1950) this book
consist alot of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explainit is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Here iswhy this book suitable al of you.

Robert Bell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Leonard Bernstein: West Side Story (Landmarksin
Music Since 1950) can give you alot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Leonard Bernstein; West
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