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The austere, enigmatic rock gardens of Kyoto, Japan's ancient capital, have never ceased to fascinate garden
lovers. Weather-beaten rocks set in an expanse of white sand raked into geometric patterns challenge the idea
of a garden as a space chiefly dedicated to the cultivation and appreciation of plants. How did the taste for
this kind of garden arise? What do the stones represent? Why aren't there more flowers? Japanese Zen
Gardens sets out to answer questions such as these. This book explores the Zen characteristics of these
gardens, and discusses the impact Zen Buddhism has had on the Japanese way of looking at the natural
world. This book considers how these gardens can be seen as artistic representations of Zen consciousness,
reflecting the longing for religious enlightenment. This book also shows how key traditional concepts, such
as that of using the confined space of a garden to create a landscape in miniature, were reinterpreted in Zen
temple gardens. It explores how to make use of traditional imagery, such as those of mountain and sea, and
how they reflect that acute sensitivity to the passage of time and the changing of the seasons which
characterizes so many other Japanese garden styles. Richly illustrated with newly commissioned
photography by Alex Ramsay, this book covers important examples of Japanese Zen temple gardens from
the fourteenth century through to the twentieth century. It appeals to readers who are interested in gardens,
garden design and garden history, as well as in Zen Buddhism and Zen aesthetics. It also serves as a useful
reference book for travellers planning a trip to Japan to visit the country's temples.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

The ability that you get from Japanese Zen Gardens is a more deep you rooting the information that hide into
the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Japanese Zen Gardens giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that
Japanese Zen Gardens instantly.

Donald Cortes:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Japanese Zen Gardens is simple to
create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Benjamin White:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is usually Japanese Zen Gardens. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.

Robert Hutzler:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Japanese Zen Gardens was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Japanese Zen Gardens has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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