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Today few political analysts use the term "propaganda." However, in the wake of World War I, fear of
propaganda haunted the liberal conscience. Citizens and critics blamed the war on campaigns of mass
manipulation engaged in by all belligerents. Beginning with these "propaganda anxieties," Brett Gary traces
the history of American fears of and attempts to combat propaganda through World War II and up to the
Cold War.

The Nervous Liberals explores how following World War I the social sciences?especially political science
and the new field of mass communications?identified propaganda as the object of urgent "scientific" study.
From there his narrative moves to the eve of WWII as mainstream journalists, clerics, and activists
demanded greater government action against fascist propaganda, in response to which Congress and the
Justice Department sought to create a prophylaxis against foreign or antidemocratic communications.
Finally, Gary explores how free speech liberalism was further challenged by the national security culture,
whose mobilization before World War II to fight the propaganda threat lead to much of the Cold War anxiety
about propaganda.

Gary's account sheds considerable light not only on the history of propaganda, but also on the central
dilemmas of liberalism in the first half of the century?the delicate balance between protecting national
security and protecting civil liberties, including freedom of speech; the tension between public-centered
versus expert-centered theories of democracy; and the conflict between social reform and public opinion
control as the legitimate aim of social knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Walker:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to
answer that question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this
particular The Nervous Liberals to read.

Cheryl Taylor:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Nervous Liberals why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Rick Briones:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of book
The Nervous Liberals. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Cynthia Tso:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Nervous Liberals.
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