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This innovative study of the works of Robert Musil opens a new window on the history of modern identity in
western culture. Stefan Jonsson argues that Musil’s Austria was the first postimperial state in modern
Europe. Prior to its destruction in 1918, the Austro-Hungarian Empire had ruled over a vast array of
nationalities and, in the course of its demise as well as after, Austria was beset by nationalism, racism, and
other forms of identity politics that ultimately led to the triumph of Nazism.
It was to this society that Musil responded in his great work The Man Without Qualities. Exploring the nooks
and crannies of this modernist classic, Jonsson shows that Musil’s narrative evolves along two axes that must
be considered in tandem: Whereas the central plot portrays a Viennese elite that in 1913 attempts to restore
social cohesion by gathering popular support for the cultural essence of the empire, the protagonist discovers
that he lacks essence altogether and finds himself attracted by monsters, criminals, and revolutionary figures
that reject the social order. In this way, Musil’s novel traces the disappearance of what Jonsson calls the
expressivist paradigm—the conviction that identities such as gender, nationality, class, and social character
are expressions of permanent intrinsic dispositions. This, Jonsson argues, is Musil’s great legacy. For not
only did the Austrian author seek to liquidate prevailing conceptions of personal and cultural identity; he also
projected “a new human being,” one who would resist assimilation into imperialist, nationalist, or fascist
communities.
Subject Without Nation presents a new interpretation of Viennese modernity and uncovers the historical
foundations of poststructural and postcolonial reconceptualizations of human subjectivity. Illuminating links
between Musil’s oeuvre as a whole and post-war developments in critical thought, this book locates an
important crossroads between literary criticism, intellectual history, and cultural theory.
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From reader reviews:

Myra Flory:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Subject Without Nation: Robert
Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-Contemporary Interventions)? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Donald Howard:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Subject Without Nation: Robert
Musil and the History of Modern Identity (Post-Contemporary Interventions) book as nice and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Rosalie Dietrich:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the guide untitled Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern
Identity (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Shannon Thompson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Subject Without Nation: Robert Musil and the History of Modern
Identity (Post-Contemporary Interventions) was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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