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Screen performances entertain and delight us but we rarely stop to consider actors’ reliance on their craft to
create memorable characters. Although film acting may appear effortless, a host of techniques, artistic
conventions, and social factors shape the construction of each role.  

The chapters in Acting provide a fascinating, in-depth look at the history of film acting, from its inception in
1895 when spectators thrilled at the sight of vaudeville performers, Wild West stars, and athletes captured in
motion, to the present when audiences marvel at the seamless blend of human actors with CGI. Experts in
the field take readers behind the silver screen to learn about the craft of film acting in six eras: the silent
screen (1895–1928), classical Hollywood (1928–1946), postwar Hollywood (1947–1967), the auteur
renaissance (1968–1980), the New Hollywood (1981–1999), and the modern entertainment marketplace
(2000–present). The contributors pay special attention to definitive performances by notable film stars,
including Lillian Gish, Dick Powell, Ginger Rogers, Beulah Bondi, Marilyn Monroe, Marlon Brando, Jack
Nicholson, Robert De Niro, Nicholas Cage, Denzel Washington, and Andy Serkis.
 
In six original essays, the contributors to this volume illuminate the dynamic role of acting in the creation
and evolving practices of the American film industry.  
 
Acting is a volume in the Behind the Silver Screen series—other titles in the series include Animation; Art
Direction and Production Design; Cinematography; Costume, Makeup, and Hair; Directing; Editing and
Special/Visual Effects; Producing; Screenwriting; and Sound. 
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From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Acting (Behind the Silver
Screen Series). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Victoria Manson:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Acting (Behind the Silver Screen Series) book is readable by means of you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated
with Acting (Behind the Silver Screen Series) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Acting (Behind the Silver Screen Series) is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Jeff Cunningham:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Acting (Behind the Silver Screen Series).

Tammy Paradis:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Acting (Behind the Silver Screen Series) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.
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