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Paul Courbin puts forward a penetrating and eloquent critique of the New Archeology, a movement of
primarily American and British archaeologists that began in the 1960s and continues today. The New
Archeologists dropped the "ae" spelling, symbolizing their intent to put the field on a modern and scientific
footing. They questioned the bases, the objectives, and consequently the methods of traditional archaeology.

Courbin examines this movement, its latent philosophy, its methods and their application, its theories, and its
results. He declares that the record shows a devastating failure. The New Archeologists, he contends, may
have developed scientific hypotheses, but in most cases they failed to carry out what is necessary to test their
theories, thus contradicting the very goals they had set for the discipline.

Reevaluating the field as a whole, Courbin asks, What is archaeology? He distinguishes it from such related
fields as history and anthropology, emphatically arguing that the primary task of archaeology is what the
archaeologist alone can accomplish: the establishment of facts—stratigraphies, time sequences, and
identification tools, bones, potsherds, and so on. When archaeological findings lead to historical or
anthropological conclusions, as they very often do, archaeologists must be aware that this involves a specific
change in their work; they are no longer archaeologists proper. The archaeologist's work, Courbin stresses, is
not a humble auxiliary of anthropology or history, but the foundation upon which historians and
anthropologists of ancient civilizations will build and without which their theories cannot but collapse. What
Is Archaeology? was originally published in French in 1982.
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From reader reviews:

Maude Porter:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of
Archaeological Research. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important some sort of book What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological
Research. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's read.

Linda Matthews:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological
Research book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer involving What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research
content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking What Is Archaeology?: An
Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Sara Matthews:

The event that you get from What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research
could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on
the Nature of Archaeological Research giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this specific What Is Archaeology?: An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research
instantly.

Brenda Cornell:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This What Is Archaeology?:
An Essay on the Nature of Archaeological Research can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a



nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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