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The American South before the Civil War was the site of an unprecedented social experiment in women's
education. The South offered women an education explicitly designed to be equivalent to that of men, while
maintaining and nurturing the gender conventions epitomized by the ideal of the Southern belle. This
groundbreaking work provides us with an intimate picture of the entire social experience of antebellum
women's colleges and seminaries in the South, analyzing the impact of these colleges upon the cultural
construction of femininity among white Southern women, and their legacy for higher education. Christie
Farnham investigates the contradiction involved in using a male-defined curricula to educate females, and
explores how educators denied these incongruities. She also examines the impact of slavery on faculty and
students. The emotional life of students is revealed through correspondence, journals, and scrapbooks,
highlighting the role of sororities and romantic friendships among female pupils. Farnham ends with an
analysis of how the end of the Civil War resulted in a failure to keep up with the advances that had been
achieved in women's education. The most comprehensive history of this brief and unique period of reform to
date, The Education of the Southern Belle is must reading for anyone interested in women's studies, Southern
history, the history of American education, and female friendship.
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From reader reviews:

Cari Sexton:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen inside you if you take The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student
Socialization in the Antebellum South as the daily resource information.

Roger Lindsey:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization
in the Antebellum South can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Daryl Church:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Education of the Southern Belle:
Higher Education and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South, you could enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Charles Smith:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education
and Student Socialization in the Antebellum South was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book The Education of the Southern Belle: Higher Education and Student Socialization in the
Antebellum South has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.
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