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In 1887, the centennial year of the American Constitution, Woodrow Wilson wrote that "it is getting to be
harder to run a constitution than to frame one." The context for Wilson's comment was an essay calling for
sound principles of administration that would enable government officials to "run" a constitution well.
Wilson and his fellow civil-service reformers had a profound influence on the development of American
administrative institutions. Unfortunately, the reformers paid more attention to the exigencies of running a
constitution than to the Constitution itself. They and their intellectual progeny developed a theory of
administration that was at odds with the theory of the Constitution. As a result, we find ourselves living
today in what we often call an "administrative state"—a state seemingly bereft of legitimating principles
grounded in the political thought of the framers of the Constitution.

In To Run a Constitution, John A. Rohr takes seriously two basic premises: d Tocqueville's belief that
citizens are corrupted by ebeying powers they believe to be illegitimate, and the view that, despite present
political sentiment, the administrative state is here to stay. The book focuses on the important question of
whether the administrative state, an abiding presence in American politics, can be justified in terms of the
American constitutional tradition.

In addressing this question, Rohr goes beyond considerations of case law to examine the principles of the
Constitution both at its founding and in its subsequent development. Reying on the normative character of
political "foundings," Rohr analyzes three significant founding periods: 1) the founding of the Republic,
1787-1795; 2) the foundin of public administration, 1883-1899; and 3) the founding of the administrative
state, 1933-1941. He judges the last two foundings by the first in developing his argument that the modern
administrative state can be justified in terms of the kind of government the framers of the Constitution
envisaged.

On the eve of the bicentennial of the Constitution, Rohr's argument advances a new, normative theory of
public administration that is intended to "support and defend the Constitution of the United States," in
accordance with the oath of office taken by public administrators. It is critical reading for scholars in the
fields of public administration, political science, and constitutional studies.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

To Run a Constitution: The Legitimacy of the Administrative State can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing To Run a
Constitution: The Legitimacy of the Administrative State but doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Joseph Vargas:

This To Run a Constitution: The Legitimacy of the Administrative State is great publication for you because
the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having To Run a Constitution: The Legitimacy of the Administrative State in your hand like having the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Robert Victor:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top collection in your reading list is actually To Run a Constitution: The Legitimacy of the
Administrative State. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Donald Shelton:

You will get this To Run a Constitution: The Legitimacy of the Administrative State by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by
e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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