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'Sweden has a remarkable political culture that marries market liberalism and social democratic
sensibilities. Bergh's fine book helps us get beyond a sense of paradox in that.'
- Daniel Klein, George Mason University, US

For some, Sweden is proof that a generous welfare state is fully compatible with a growing competitive
economy. For others, it is a frightening example of what big government can do to a once thriving economy.
Sweden and the Revival of the Capitalist Welfare State tackles a number of controversial questions regarding
Sweden's economic and political development: How did Sweden become rich? How did Sweden become
egalitarian? Why has Sweden since the early 90s grown faster than the US and most EU-countries despite its
high taxes and generous welfare state?

The author uses new research on institutions and economic reforms to explain the rise, the fall and the recent
revival of the Swedish welfare state. The central argument is that a generous welfare state like that of
Sweden can work well, provided that it is built on well-functioning capitalist institutions and economic
openness. The book expertly explains how Sweden developed from a poor and highly unequal society to one
of the richest and most egalitarian countries in the world by building a universal welfare state on a capitalist
foundation. It also engages in an important discussion about the current and future challenges for the welfare
state in general.

The book will fit well in introductory and advanced courses on welfare state policy, social work, sociology,
economic history, institutional economics and political science. In all these disciplines, the case of Sweden
has always provoked interest and debate, due to Sweden's combination of prosperity, equality and extensive
welfare state. The rapid pace of change in Sweden over the last 25 years, however, means that most other
books are descriptively dated.

Contents: 1. Introduction 2. Prosperity and equality: The golden years 1870-1970 3. The 'not quite so
golden' years 1970 - 1995 4. The return of the capitalist welfare state 5. The capitalist welfare state's bloc-
transcending history 6. The consequences of increasing competition 7. The resilience of labor market
regulation and rent control 8. Challenges ahead: Can the capitalist welfare state survive? Appendices
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From reader reviews:

Lynda Wright:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Sweden and the Revival of the Capitalist Welfare State (New
Thinking in Political Economy series).

Bethany Hall:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Sweden and the Revival of the Capitalist
Welfare State (New Thinking in Political Economy series) seemed to be making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
reserve Sweden and the Revival of the Capitalist Welfare State (New Thinking in Political Economy series)
is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Sweden and the
Revival of the Capitalist Welfare State (New Thinking in Political Economy series). You never really feel
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Paul Hardy:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Sweden and the Revival of the Capitalist Welfare State (New Thinking
in Political Economy series) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer involving Sweden and the Revival of the Capitalist Welfare State (New
Thinking in Political Economy series) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you still
thinking Sweden and the Revival of the Capitalist Welfare State (New Thinking in Political Economy series)
is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Dennis Bales:

The e-book with title Sweden and the Revival of the Capitalist Welfare State (New Thinking in Political
Economy series) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the



improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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