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Until now, archaeological and historical studies of Mesoamerican plazas have been scarce compared to
studies of the surrounding monumental architecture such as pyramidal temples and palaces. Many scholars
have assumed that ancient Mesoamericans invested their labor, wealth, and symbolic value in pyramids and
other prominent buildings, viewing plazas as by-products of these buildings. Even when researchers have
recognized the potential significance of plazas, they have thought that plazas as vacant spaces could offer
few clues about their cultural and political roles. Mesoamerican Plazas challenges both of these assumptions.
 
The primary question that has motivated the contributors is how Mesoamerican plazas became arenas for the
creation and negotiation of social relations and values in a community. The thirteen contributions stress the
significance of interplay between power relations and embodied practices set in specific historical and
material settings, as outlined by practice theory and performance theory. This approach allows the
contributors to explore broader anthropological issues, such as the negotiation of power relations, community
making, and the constitution of political authorities.
 
Overall, the contributions establish that physical interactions among people in communal events were not the
outcomes of political machinations held behind the scenes, but were the actual political processes through
which people created, negotiated, and subverted social realities. If so, spacious plazas that were arguably
designed for interactions among a large number of individuals must have also provided critical arenas for the
constitution and transformation of society.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Stein:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of Community and
Power had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is very advantages for you. The book Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of Community and Power is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of
Community and Power. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Louise Hacker:

The feeling that you get from Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of Community and Power will be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of Community and Power giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of
Community and Power instantly.

Mary Lewis:

Beside this particular Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of Community and Power in your phone, it could give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of Community and Power because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
along with read it from now!

Carolyn Scott:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Mesoamerican Plazas: Arenas of Community and Power when you required it?
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