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Mechanisms of representation of the cultural Other and their connections with processes of self-expression
constitute the core of China in the Frame. This original ethnographic study of Chinese-themed displays of
artworks in a selection of permanent and temporary exhibitions in Italy highlights specific forms of the
materialisation of ideas of cultural identities. The Other represented by these displays is China, the identity
of which is nowadays perceived by a wider western public, if not unambiguously, at least more closely,
thanks to faster and intensified means of communication and interaction. The representing counterpart is
Italy, the identity of which, far from being firmly univocal, is fragmentary and not rigidly set due to the
country's peculiar socio-historical circumstances. The wide range of case studies brought together in this
book draw attention to the impact of physical and cultural settings, as well as of various exhibitive criteria
and techniques, on different types of manifestations of ideas of China through the medium of museum
display. Adopting an underlying theoretical framework whereby representation is a mimetic operation that
creatively contributes to the transmission of awareness and knowledge of the Other, the book provides a re-
evaluation of the concept of appropriation, emphasising how the recognition of a cultural Other can be
instrumental in the determination of certain modes of self-expression. On this basis, the book also elaborates
a suggestive definition of Italian Orientalism intended as a phenomenon by which while relating to and
trying to represent China, Italy is induced to question and represent its own cultural identity. Through an
analysis of fieldwork data, the book identifies and navigates the long and rich history of many of the
buildings housing the displays, the different ages of the specimens exhibited and the diversity of topics
illustrated, spanning from the artistic and technical achievements of ancient China to the socio-economic
changes of contemporary China. As representations are re-affirmed, developed and changed, the variety of
materials included in the displays play a relevant part in bringing forth the comprehensive and overarching
character of cultural representations in museum contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hunter:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in
Italian Museums. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important a new book China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in Italian Museums. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Sandra Hughes:

This China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in Italian Museums book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in Italian Museums
without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in Italian Museums can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in Italian
Museums having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Grace Harrell:

The actual book China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in Italian Museums will bring one to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of
China in Italian Museums is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jesse Mansell:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose often the book China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in
Italian Museums to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book
and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside
that the publication China in the Frame: Materialising Ideas of China in Italian Museums can to be your



friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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