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Since Pakistan gained independence in 1947, only once has an elected government completed its tenure and
peacefully transferred power to another elected government. In sharp contrast to neighboring India, the
Muslim nation has been ruled by its military for over three decades. Even when they were not directly in
control of the government, the armed forces maintained a firm grip on national politics. How the military
became Pakistan's foremost power elite and what its unchecked authority means for the future of this
nuclear-armed nation are among the crucial questions Aqil Shah takes up in The Army and Democracy.

Pakistan's and India's armies inherited their organization, training, and doctrines from their British
predecessor, along with an ethic that regarded politics as outside the military domain. But Pakistan's weak
national solidarity, exacerbated by a mentality that saw war with India looming around every corner,
empowered the military to take national security and ultimately government into its own hands. As the
military's habit of disrupting the natural course of politics gained strength over time, it arrested the
development of democratic institutions.

Based on archival materials, internal military documents, and over 100 interviews with politicians, civil
servants, and Pakistani officers, including four service chiefs and three heads of the clandestine Inter-
Services Intelligence, The Army and Democracy provides insight into the military's contentious relationship
with Pakistan's civilian government. Shah identifies steps for reforming Pakistan's armed forces and reducing
its interference in politics, and sees lessons for fragile democracies striving to bring the military under
civilian control.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Dame:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Army and Democracy:
Military Politics in Pakistan. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Martina Barton:

The actual book The Army and Democracy: Military Politics in Pakistan has a lot info on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Marlene Turner:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The Army and Democracy: Military Politics in Pakistan your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Army and Democracy: Military Politics in
Pakistan giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info
for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Manuel Porter:

Beside this particular The Army and Democracy: Military Politics in Pakistan in your phone, it may give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have The Army and Democracy: Military Politics in Pakistan because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book
and read it from currently!
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