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'Markedness' refers to the tendency of languages to show a preference for particular structures or sounds.
This bias towards 'marked' elements is consistent within and across languages, and tells us a great deal about
what languages can and cannot do. This pioneering study presents a groundbreaking theory of markedness in
phonology. De Lacy argues that markedness is part of our linguistic competence, and is determined by three
conflicting mechanisms in the brain: (a) pressure to preserve marked sounds ('preservation'), (b) pressure to
turn marked sounds into unmarked sounds ('reduction'), and (c) a mechanism allowing the distinction
between marked and unmarked sounds to be collapsed ('conflation'). He shows that due to these mechanisms,
markedness occurs only when preservation is irrelevant. Drawing on examples of phenomena such as
epenthesis, neutralisation, assimilation, vowel reduction and sonority-driven stress, Markedness offers an
important insight into this essential concept in the understanding of human language.
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From reader reviews:

James Flynn:

Here thing why this Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in
Linguistics) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Markedness: Reduction and
Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) giving you information deeper and different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Markedness: Reduction and
Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Markedness: Reduction
and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) in e-book can be your choice.

Stephan Partin:

This Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) are reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Markedness: Reduction
and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) can be one of several great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that
maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Markedness: Reduction
and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Johnnie McCormick:

This Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) is great e-
book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great
coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology
(Cambridge Studies in Linguistics) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Michael Albright:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information



originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Markedness: Reduction and Preservation in Phonology (Cambridge Studies in
Linguistics) when you desired it?
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