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Analyzing slavery and other forms of servitude in six non-state indigenous societies of tropical America at
the time of European contact, Vital Enemies offers a fascinating new approach to the study of slavery based
on the notion of "political economy of life." Fernando Santos-Granero draws on the earliest available
historical sources to provide novel information on Amerindian regimes of servitude, sociologies of
submission, and ideologies of capture.Estimating that captive slaves represented up to 20 percent of the total
population and up to 40 percent when combined with other forms of servitude, Santos-Granero argues that
native forms of servitude fulfill the modern understandings of slavery, though Amerindian contexts provide
crucial distinctions with slavery as it developed in the American South. The Amerindian understanding of
life forces as being finite, scarce, unequally distributed, and in constant circulation yields a concept of all
living beings as competing for vital energy. The capture of human beings is an extreme manifestation of this
understanding, but it marks an important element in the ways Amerindian "captive slavery" was
misconstrued by European conquistadors. Illuminating a cultural facet that has been widely overlooked or
miscast for centuries, Vital Enemies makes possible new dialogues regarding hierarchies in the field of
native studies, as well as a provocative re-framing of pre- and post-contact America.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Vital Enemies.

Jody Vinson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Vital Enemies, you can enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Todd Voss:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Vital Enemies this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Christine Mata:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Vital Enemies. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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