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Oliver Twist, or The Parish Boy’s Progress, is the second novel by Charles Dickens, and was first published
as a serial 1837–9. The story is of the orphan Oliver Twist, who starts his life in a workhouse and is then
apprenticed with an undertaker. He escapes from there and travels to London where he meets the Artful
Dodger, a member of a gang of juvenile pickpockets, which is led by the elderly criminal Fagin. Oliver Twist
is notable for Dickens’s unromantic portrayal of criminals and their sordid lives, as well as exposing the
cruel treatment of the many orphans in London in the mid–nineteenth century. The alternate title, The Parish
Boy’s Progress, alludes to Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress, as well as the 18th-century caricature series by
William Hogarth, A Rake’s Progress and A Harlot’s Progress. An early example of the social novel, Dickens
satirizes the hypocrisies of his time, including child labour, the recruitment of children as criminals, and the
presence of street children. The novel may have been inspired by the story of Robert Blincoe, an orphan
whose account of working as a child labourer in a cotton mill was widely read in the 1830s. It is likely that
Dickens’s own youthful experiences contributed as well. Oliver Twist was born into a life of poverty and
misfortune in a workhouse in an unnamed town (although when originally published in Bentley’s Miscellany
in 1837 the town was called Mudfog and said to be within 70 miles north of London – in reality this is the
location of the town of Northampton). Orphaned almost from his first breath by his mother’s death in
childbirth and his father’s unexplained absence, Oliver is meagrely provided for under the terms of the Poor
Law and spends the first nine years of his life at a baby farm in the ‘care’ of a woman named Mrs. Mann.
Oliver is brought up with little food and few comforts. Around the time of Oliver’s ninth birthday, Mr.
Bumble, the parish beadle, removes Oliver from the baby farm and puts him to work picking and weaving
oakum at the main workhouse. Oliver, who toils with very little food, remains in the workhouse for six
months. One day, the desperately hungry boys decide to draw lots; the loser must ask for another portion of
gruel. The task falls to Oliver, who at the next meal tremblingly comes up forward, bowl in hand, and begs
Mr. Bumble for gruel with his famous request: ”Please, sir, I want some more”.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

This Oliver Twist book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Oliver Twist without we
understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Oliver Twist can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Oliver Twist having excellent
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Ralph Capra:

This book untitled Oliver Twist to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail
store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to
past this publication from your list.

Tina McKinney:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Oliver Twist e-book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still skepticism Oliver Twist as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Lorenzo Lowe:

Beside this particular Oliver Twist in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Oliver
Twist because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!
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