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Let's step back to the year 1978. Sony introduces hip portable music with the Walkman, I1linois Bell
Company releases the first mobile phone, Space |nvaders kicks off the video game craze, and William Kent
writes Data and Reality. We have made amazing progress in the last four decades in terms of portable
music, mobile communication, and entertainment, making devices such as the original Sony Walkman and
suitcase-sized mobile phones museum pieces today. Y et remarkably, the book Data and Reality isjust as
relevant to the field of data management today as it wasin 1978.

Data and Reality gracefully weaves the disciplines of psychology and philosophy with data management to
create timeless takeaways on how we perceive and manage information. Although databases and related
technology have come along way since 1978, the process of eliciting business requirements and how we
think about information remains constant. This book will provide valuable insights whether you are a1970s
data-processing expert or a modern-day business analyst, data modeler, database administrator, or data
architect.

This third edition of Data and Reality differs substantially from the first and second editions. Data modeling
thought leader Steve Hoberman has updated many of the original examples and references and added his
commentary throughout the book, including key points at the end of each chapter.

The important takeaways in this book are rich with insight yet presented in a conversational writing style.
Here are just afew of the issues this book tackles:

- Has"businessintelligence" replaced "artificial intelligence"'?

- Why is amap's geographic landscape analogous to a data model's information landscape?

- Where do forward and reverse engineering fit in our thought process?

- Why are we all becoming "data archeologists'?

- What causes the communication chasm between the business professional and the information technology
professional, and how can the logical data model bridge this gap?

- Why do we invest in hardware and software to solve business problems before determining what the
business problems are in the first place?

- What is the difference between oneness, sameness, and categories?

- Why does context play arole in every design decision?

- Why do the more important attributes become entities or relationships?

- Why do symbols speak louder than words?

- What's the difference between a data modeler, a philosopher, and an artist?

- Why isthe 1975 dream of mapping al attributes still a dream today?

- What influence does language have on our perception of reality?

- Can we distinguish between naming and describing?

From Graeme Simsion's foreword:
While such fundamental issues remain unrecognized and unanswered, Data and Reality, with its lucid and
compelling elucidation of the questions, needs to remain in print. | read the book as a database



administrator in 1980, as a researcher in 2002, and just recently as the manuscript for the present edition.
On each occasion | found something more, and on each occasion | considered it the most important book |
had read on data modeling. It has been on my recommended reading list forever. Thefirst chapter in
particular should be mandatory reading for anyone involved in data modeling.

In publishing this new edition, Seve Hoberman has not only ensured that one of the key books in the data
modeling canon remainsin print, but has added his own comments and up-to-date examples, which are
likely to be helpful to those who have come to data modeling more recently. Don't do any more data
modeling work until you've read it.
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From reader reviews:
Roger Lee:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should
answer that question since just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Data and Reality:
A Timeless Perspective on Perceiving and Managing Information in Our Imprecise World, 3rd Edition to
read.

Teresa Thomas:

The book Data and Reality: A Timeless Perspective on Perceiving and Managing Information in Our
Imprecise World, 3rd Edition will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
elucidate the ideais very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate
to you. The book Data and Reality: A Timeless Perspective on Perceiving and Managing Information in Our
Imprecise World, 3rd Edition is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Flor Rieke:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveit in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Data and Reality: A Timeless Perspective on Perceiving
and Managing Information in Our Imprecise World, 3rd Edition can give you alot of good friends because
by you taking alook at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? L et us have Data and Reality: A Timeless Perspective on Perceiving and
Managing Information in Our Imprecise World, 3rd Edition.

Sebrina K napp:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from abook. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. In this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just searching for the Data and Reality: A Timeless Perspective on Perceiving and
Managing Information in Our Imprecise World, 3rd Edition when you essentia it?
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