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Humorous and witty recollections of the author’ s journey from insecure graduate student to noted activist-
scholar.

How does a graduate student acquire the skills necessary to define a clear research agenda and write
meaningful contributions to the scholarship in his or her field? Can the requirements of professional
advancement in the ivory tower be reconciled with making a difference in the bare-knuckle world of
policymaking? Can even a celebrated activist-scholar survive the seemingly relentless neoliberalization of
higher education? Becoming a Footnote takes the reader on an inspirational journey through the experiences
of researcher Sanford F. Schram, illuminating how he overcame his early insecurities and limitations,
particularly about hiswriting, to develop into someone cited by both scholars and people involved in the
policymaking process. With wit and humor, Schram illustrates how his award-winning research on race,
poverty, and welfare emerged from the political strugglesin which he was immersed, and how we all have
something unique to contribute if we commit ourselvesto making it happen.

“For those who know of the author’ s work, this book provides a revealing glimpse into the man behind the
reputation. But, even for those unfamiliar with it, Becoming a Footnote is a highly readable and engaging
account of alife’'swork that would be of interest to anyone pursuing an academic position, including those
who wonder how to remain real and relevant from inside academia.” — Vicki Lens, Columbia University

“This book drew me in and works as a narrative on two levels. Firgt, it is disarmingly and convincingly self-
deprecating about the struggle to become acritical thinker, to write well, and to devise research programs
that would shed light on major questions. Second, it is a valuable history of the central debates around social
welfare policy, nealiberalism, and racial stigma.” — James Scott, author of The Art of Not Being Governed:
An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia
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From reader reviews:
Sheila Rocha:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Becoming a Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learnsto
Write, and Survives Academia (SUNY seriesin New Political Science). Try to make the book Becoming a
Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learnsto Write, and Survives Academia (SUNY seriesin
New Political Science) as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Mark Cabrera:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individualsto be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Becoming a Footnote: An Activist-Scholar
Finds His Voice, Learnsto Write, and Survives Academia (SUNY seriesin New Political Science) book
because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Richard Vazquez:

Typically the book Becoming a Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learns to Write, and
Survives Academia (SUNY seriesin New Political Science) will bring you to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Becoming a Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learns
to Write, and Survives Academia (SUNY seriesin New Political Science) is much recommended to you to
study. You can aso get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Glenda Rizzo:

The book untitled Becoming a Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learns to Write, and Survives
Academia (SUNY seriesin New Political Science) is the book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see
the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of study when write
the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book
of Becoming a Footnote: An Activist-Scholar Finds His Voice, Learns to Write, and Survives Academia
(SUNY seriesin New Palitical Science) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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