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Around 1500 England's society and economy had reached a turning point. After a long period of slow change
and even stagnation, an age of innovation and initiative was in motion, with enclosure, voyages of discovery,
and new technologies. It was an age of fierce controversy, in which the government was fearful of beggars
and wary of rebellions. The 'commonwealth' writers such as Thomas More were sharply critical of the greed
of profit hungry landlords who dispossessed the poor. This book is about a wool merchant and large scale
farmer who epitomises in many ways the spirit of the period.

John Heritage kept an account book, from which we can reconstruct a whole society in the vicinity of
Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire. He took part in the removal of a village which stood in the way of
agricultural 'improvement', ran a large scale sheep farm, and as a 'woolman' spent much time travelling
around the countryside meeting with gentry, farmers, and peasants in order to buy their wool. He sold the
fleeces he produced and those he gathered to London merchants who exported through Calais to the textile
towns of Flanders. The wool growers named in the book can be studied in their native villages, and their
lives can be reconstructed in the round, interacting in their communities, adapting their farming to new
circumstances, and arranging the building of their local churches.

A Country Merchant has some of the characteristics of a biography, is part family history, and part local
history, with some landscape history. Dyer explores themes in economic and social history without
neglecting the religious and cultural background. His central concerns are to demonstrate the importance of
commerce in the period, and to show the contribution of peasants to a changing economy.
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From reader reviews:

Nettie Powers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled A Country Merchant, 1495-1520: Trading and Farming at the
End of the Middle Ages. Try to stumble through book A Country Merchant, 1495-1520: Trading and
Farming at the End of the Middle Ages as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Wetzel:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A Country Merchant, 1495-1520:
Trading and Farming at the End of the Middle Ages that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick A Country Merchant, 1495-
1520: Trading and Farming at the End of the Middle Ages become your own starter.

Shirley Vega:

This A Country Merchant, 1495-1520: Trading and Farming at the End of the Middle Ages is great reserve
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or
we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having A Country Merchant, 1495-1520: Trading and Farming at the End of the
Middle Ages in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We
can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

James Butler:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This A Country Merchant, 1495-1520: Trading
and Farming at the End of the Middle Ages is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of



benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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