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In the fifteenth century, the princess Chokyi Dronma was told by the leading spiritual masters of her time
that she was the embodiment of the ancient Indian tantric deity Vajravarahi, known in Tibetan as Dorje
Phagmo, the Thunderbolt Female Pig. After suffering a great personal tragedy, Chokyi Dronma renounced
her royal status to become a nun, and, in turn, the tantric consort of three outstanding religious masters of her
era. After her death, Chokyi Dronma's masters and disciples recognized a young girl as her reincarnation, the
first in a long, powerful, and influential female lineage. Today, the twelfth Samding Dorje Phagmo leads the
Samding monastery and is a high government cadre in the Tibet Autonomous Region.

Hildegard Diemberger builds her book around the translation of the first biography of Chokyi Dronma
recorded by her disciples in the wake of her death. The account reveals an extraordinary phenomenon:
although it had been believed that women in Tibet were not allowed to obtain full ordination equivalent to
monks, Chokyi Dronma not only persuaded one of the highest spiritual teachers of her era to give her full
ordination but also established orders for other women practitioners and became so revered that she was
officially recognized as one of two principal spiritual heirs to her main master.

Diemberger offers a number of theoretical arguments about the importance of reincarnation in Tibetan
society and religion, the role of biographies in establishing a lineage, the necessity for religious teachers to
navigate complex networks of political and financial patronage, the cultural and social innovation linked to
the revival of ancient Buddhist civilizations, and the role of women in Buddhism. Four introductory, stage-
setting chapters precede the biography, and four concluding chapters discuss the establishment of the
reincarnation lineage and the role of the current incarnation under the peculiarly contradictory communist
system.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

Here thing why this particular When a Woman Becomes a Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo
of Tibet are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. When a Woman Becomes a
Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet giving you information deeper and different ways,
you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with When a Woman Becomes a
Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of When a Woman Becomes a
Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet in e-book can be your substitute.

Larry Swartz:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be read.
When a Woman Becomes a Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Melissa Sands:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This When a Woman Becomes a Religious
Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Macie Austin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is When a Woman Becomes a
Religious Dynasty: The Samding Dorje Phagmo of Tibet.
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