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Designed first to terrify readers with examples of divine retribution against lives gone wrong, and later to
excite prurient imaginations, criminal narratives comprise a significant but forgotten genre of American
literature. The representation of crime and the characterization of criminals in these narratives, according to
Williams, offer an accurate index of more widespread social transformations, such as the secularization of
society and the growth of capitalism. Recorded first by Puritan clergy as morality plays, these narratives
depict the ritual drama of execution, in which the condemned criminals were given specific roles to fulfill,
roles that not only marked the boundaries of acceptable behavior but also made crime understandable. For
New Englanders of later generations, however, the scaffold was a stage for a more secular drama, and the
popular narratives it produced served a very different purpose. Profit replaced passion as a motive for crime,
and condemned criminals were used to demonstrate the pathetic consequences of ungoverned greed. By
collecting and presenting thirty-two examples of crime stories ranging from the late seventeenth to the late
eighteenth centuries, Williams explores the public ritual of capital punishment and the changing aspects of
the genre it produced. These tales are as fascinating today as they were two and a half centuries ago, and they
offer a glimpse of how popular literature functioned in early American society.
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From reader reviews:

George Falls:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early
American Criminal Narratives will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Mary Davis:

The event that you get from Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American Criminal Narratives is the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American Criminal
Narratives giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this specific Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American Criminal Narratives instantly.

Brenda Taylor:

The publication untitled Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American Criminal Narratives is the reserve
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American Criminal
Narratives from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Millicent Doty:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American Criminal Narratives this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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