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Elizabeth Gaskell's first novel depicts nothing less than the great clashes between capital and labour, which
arose from rapid industrialisation and problems of trade in the mid-nineteenth century. But these clashes are
dramatized through personal struggles. John Barton has to reconcile his personal conscience with his
socialist duty, risking his life and liberty in the process. His daughter Mary is caught between two lovers,
from opposing classes - worker and manufacturer. And at the heart of the narrative lies a murder which
implicates them all. Mary Barton was published in 1848, at a time of great social ferment in Europe, and it
reflects its revolutionary moment through an English lens. Elizabeth Gaskell wrote her first novel about the
world in which she lived - Manchester at the height of the industrial revolution. As the wife of a Unitarian
minister she was solidly middle-class; but she also had close contact with the working classes around her,
sympathised with them, and represented their extreme distresses in her fiction. She is radical in taking on
their dialect, imagining the realities of their lives, and placing a working woman at the centre of her fiction.
If to our eyes her vision remains limited, it was an honest vision, for which she was much criticised in her
own time, by her own class.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Rogers:

The book Mary Barton (Wordsworth Classics) will bring someone to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this
book very suited to you. The book Mary Barton (Wordsworth Classics) is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Carrie Porter:

The book untitled Mary Barton (Wordsworth Classics) is the guide that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write
the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Mary Barton (Wordsworth Classics) from the publisher to make you more enjoy
free time.

Ann Edwards:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
to your account is Mary Barton (Wordsworth Classics) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Beverly Rosa:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
Mary Barton (Wordsworth Classics) when you essential it?
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