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During wartime, paranoia, gossip, and rumor become accepted forms of behavior and dominant literary
tropes. The Peculiar Sanity of War examines the impact of war hysteria on definitions of sanity and on
standards of behavior during World War I. Drawing upon Joseph Conrad’s comprehensive understanding of
war’s impact on soldiers and civilians alike, and extending Michel Foucault’s construction of madness and
reason, Kingsbury expands the definition of war neurosis to include peculiar sanity at home as well as on the
front lines. While other investigations of World War I consider shell shock to be the only definable war
madness, Kingsbury is the first to build a powerful argument around the insanity of the home front’s
vilification of the enemy. Ultimately, Kingsbury’s study establishes peculiar sanity, among civilians and
soldiers, as an inevitable response to war’s madness.The Peculiar Sanity of War begins by locating the roots
of war mania in Edwardian hypocrisy, then moves on to examine the way propaganda operates in
nontraditional texts, such as housekeeping guides, and in the novels of Joseph Conrad, Ford Madox Ford, H.
G. Wells, Rebecca West, Edith Wharton, Willa Cather, Rudyard Kipling, Virginia Woolf, and H. D. Celia
Kingsbury’s eloquent and moving book . . . brings together war and madness in unexpected ways. Beginning
with a phrase from Joseph Conrad, she diagnoses the condition of a culture gone awry, a ‘peculiar sanity.’ . .
. —from Laurence Davies’s foreword
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From reader reviews:

Houston Boynton:

The book The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the Literature of World War I make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a
book The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the Literature of World War I to be your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in
the Literature of World War I. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Bessie Starns:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the
Literature of World War I is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jean Gaitan:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria
in the Literature of World War I, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Joan Munoz:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication The Peculiar Sanity of War: Hysteria in the Literature of World War I
was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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