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Reading films, television dramas, reality shows, and virtual exhibits, among other popular texts, Engaging
the Past examines the making and meaning of history for everyday viewers. Contemporary media can
encourage complex interactions with the past that have far-reaching consequences for history and politics.
Viewers experience these representations personally, cognitively, and bodily, but, as this book reveals, not
just by identifying with the characters portrayed.

Some of the works considered in this volume include the films Hotel Rwanda (2004), Good Night and Good
Luck (2005), and Milk (2008); the television dramas Deadwood, Mad Men, and Rome; the reality shows
Frontier House, Colonial House, and Texas Ranch House; and The Secret Annex Online, accessed through
the Anne Frank House website, and the Kristallnacht exhibit, accessed through the Unites States Holocaust
Museum website. These mass cultural texts cultivate what Alison Landsberg calls an "affective engagement"
with the past, tying the viewer to an event or person and fostering a sense of intimacy that does more than
transport the viewer back in time. Affect, she suggests, can also work to disorient the viewer, forcibly
pushing him or her out of the narrative and back into his or her own body. By analyzing these specific
popular history formats, Landsberg shows the unique way they provoke historical thinking and produce
historical knowledge, prompting a reconsideration of what constitutes history and an understanding of how
history works in the contemporary mediated public sphere.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalva Nichols:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Engaging the Past: Mass Culture
and the Production of Historical Knowledge will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal
book with you?

Edward Vogler:

Here thing why this particular Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of Historical Knowledge
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content from it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of
Historical Knowledge giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there
but there is no publication that similar with Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of Historical
Knowledge. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of Historical Knowledge in e-book can be your
choice.

Willie McCall:

Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of Historical Knowledge can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of Historical Knowledge but doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Kristi Duncan:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of Historical Knowledge we can
acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to



read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by
this book Engaging the Past: Mass Culture and the Production of Historical Knowledge. You can more
inviting than now.
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