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In 1963, President John F. Kennedy delivered an historic speech on mental illness and retardation. He
described sweeping new programs to replace "the shabby treatment of the many millions of the mentally
disabled in custodial institutions" with treatment in community mental health centers. This movement, later
referred to as "deinstitutionalization," continues to impact mental health care. Though he never publicly
acknowledged it, the program was a tribute to Kennedy's sister Rosemary, who was born mildly retarded and
developed a schizophrenia-like illness. Terrified she'd become pregnant, Joseph Kennedy arranged for his
daughter to receive a lobotomy, which was a disaster and left her severely retarded.

Fifty years after Kennedy's speech, E. Fuller Torrey's book provides an inside perspective on the birth of the
federal mental health program. On staff at the National Institute of Mental Health when the program was
being developed and implemented, Torrey draws on his own first-hand account of the creation and launch of
the program, extensive research, one-on-one interviews with people involved, and recently unearthed
audiotapes of interviews with major figures involved in the legislation. As such, this book provides historical
material previously unavailable to the public. Torrey examines the Kennedys' involvement in the policy, the
role of major players, the responsibility of the state versus the federal government in caring for the mentally
ill, the political maneuverings required to pass the legislation, and how closing institutions resulted not in
better care - as was the aim - but in underfunded programs, neglect, and higher rates of community violence.
Many now wonder why public mental illness services are so ineffective. At least one-third of the homeless
are seriously mentally ill, jails and prisons are grossly overcrowded, largely because the seriously mentally
ill constitute 20 percent of prisoners, and public facilities are overrun by untreated individuals. As Torrey
argues, it is imperative to understand how we got here in order to move forward towards providing better
care for the most vulnerable.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of American Psychosis: How the Federal
Government Destroyed the Mental Illness Treatment System to read.

Fred Green:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept
American Psychosis: How the Federal Government Destroyed the Mental Illness Treatment System suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled American
Psychosis: How the Federal Government Destroyed the Mental Illness Treatment Systemis a single of
several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
on this book.

Roderick Grubb:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this American Psychosis: How the Federal Government Destroyed the Mental Illness Treatment
System, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Debbie Gray:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
American Psychosis: How the Federal Government Destroyed the Mental Illness Treatment System your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type



conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The American Psychosis: How the Federal
Government Destroyed the Mental Illness Treatment System giving you one more experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking
at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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